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with regard to Kaymond to whatever extent we pleased; to say
nothing of other advantages that we might either expressly
and previously stipulate for, or subsequently derive from the
ascendancy which we should, in this case, acquire at the Court
of Hyderabad.

Perhaps even something short of these compliances might
procure us our main object. But as perfect confidence is not
likely to subsist for any long time together between the Courts
of Hyderabad and Poona, and as apprehensions of future en-
croachments by the latter will ever continue, most probably, to
be entertained by the former, who, on this account, will always
deem it necessary to be prepared for such a contingency, it may
be presumed that it will scarcely consent to part with Raymond's
corps, without our undertaking, in some shape or other, if not
by express defensive engagements, to secure it against that
danger. It would be to no purpose, as to this particular, that
we replaced that corps by an adequate body of our own troops,
if those troops, in case of an invasion of his Highness's terri-
tories by the Mahrattas, should not be at liberty to assist in
repelling it, which, however, is the predicament that our de-
tachment stood in during the late contest between these two
powers.

There is, probably, one point, at least, that Azeem-ool-
Omrah would consider as an indispensable condition in such an
arrangement as we are now contemplating, though he were even
to waive insisting on a general defensive alliance against the
Mahrattas, and that is a positive engagement to support the
succession as it tnight be settled by the nomination of the
Nizam (or, in other words, by himself), against all opponents
whatsoever. Now, such an engagement might happen to place
us in opposition to the Mahrattas, who, upon the Nizam's death,
might be disposed to favour some other pretender to the mus-
mid, and, persisting to maintain his cause, make it extremely
difficult, if not impossible, for us to avoid a war with them,
Here is an impediment that deserves to be well considered, and
weighed against the advantages of the measure immediately in
question.